
The Community Plan-
ning Partnership is in
the third year of a Re-
generation Outcome
Agreement to progress
the national objectives
for regeneration. The
Partnership gave fund-
ing to projects includ-
ing:
- continued youth de-
velopment work in the
north isles,
- Orkney Young Scot
(Dialogue Youth);
- a programme of com-
munity engage-
ment meetings;
- support for local
development
trusts;
- a supported em-
ployment project;
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Policy Officer,

Orkney Islands Council, School Place, Kirkwall,

KW15 1NY

Telephone: Customer services on 01856 873535

Email: communityplanning@orkney.gov.uk

We’d like to hear from

you.

If you would like to com-

ment on any aspect of

this performance report,

or if you would like a

copy in a different for-

mat, please contact:

For more information on Community Planning in Ork-

ney see “Orkney 2020: Our Vision” Orkney’s commu-

nity plan for 2007-2020, or the Partnership’s web-

site:

Keep in touch

Making Things Happen

- the Restart Orkney
project (a supported
workshop restoring fur-
niture);
- upgrading the Mead-
ows path at Papdale to
wheelchair standard;
and
- an electrical equip-
ment replacement pro-
ject to help prevent
house fires in the
course of Home Fire
Safety Risk Assess-
ments.

Community regeneration

New community plan

The Partnership has published a
new community plan for 2007-
2020 “Orkney 2020: Our Vision”
available from customer ser-
vices at the Council or on our
website.

www.orkneycommunityplanning.org.uk
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In 2006 the Orkney
Community Plan-
ning Partnership
published its first
performance report.

Introduction

What is community planning?
Community plan-
ning is about en-
suring that organi-
sations work to-
gether, and with
communities, to
improve the quality
of people’s lives
through more ef-
fective delivery of
services and sup-
port.

Here in Orkney we
are very good at
working together,
as there is a sense
of community
which succeeds in
making things hap-
pen. Community
planning is some-
thing which hap-
pened in Orkney

long before it was
given the name.
Nonetheless it be-
came a legal duty
under the Local
Government in
Scotland Act 2003.

The Community
Planning Partner-
ship is led by a
Steering Group
with membership
from Orkney’s prin-
cipal agencies –
Orkney Islands
Council, NHS
Orkney, High-
lands and Is-
lands Enterprise
Orkney, North-
ern Constabulary
and Voluntary
Action Orkney.

A wide range of
other agencies, and
community and
voluntary sector
organisations also
belong to the part-
nership. The
Steering Group
takes advice from
the other organisa-
tions when deciding
how best to do
things in Orkney.

MAKING THINGS HAPPEN

Special points of
interest:
• £580,000 grant to

develop OIC and
NHSO shared sup-
port services

• Community engage-

ment meetings
across Orkney

• Support for develop-

ment trusts

• European Marine

Energy Centre’s
wave and tidal sites

operational

Inside:

Key achievements:
health and wellbeing,
housing, our environ-
ment, learning, trans-
port and travel
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Key achievements:
our economy, culture,
keeping Orkney safe
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Regeneration Outcome
Agreement

4

Contact details 4

It reported on what
a wide range of
partners had done
in response to Ork-
ney’s first commu-
nity plan, which
was published in
2003.

Over the last year
the Partnership has
written a new com-
munity plan called
“Orkney 2020: Our
Vision”.

Before starting to
focus on Orkney’s
new priorities and
challenges, this
report will take a
look back at part-
nership achieve-
ments up to
2006/07.



Transport and Travel

- Upgraded runways at
Sanday and North
Ronaldsay airports

- New low floor buses,
and a project to pro-
vide real time bus in-
formation

- Reduced fares for
Isles hauliers

Community Plan-
ning delivers a mix-
ture of plans, pro-
jects, and tangible
products, as dem-
onstrated below.
Key outcomes of
joint working from
the past few years
include:-

Health and
wellbeing

- Health and the
Farming Community -
information distrib-
uted to all local Na-
tional Farmers Union
members raising
awareness of heart
health, alcohol use,
muscular skeletal and
mental health issues.

- Support for families
including Home Start
Orkney (supporting
50 families each
year), Toddler Link
Support Worker, Tri-
ple P Positive Parent-
ing Programme and

seminar Starting
Well: Supporting
Our Youngest Chil-
dren.

- Club 24/17 pro-
gramme, hosted and
delivered by the
Pickaquoy Centre, to
encourage 17 to 24
year olds to increase
levels of physical ac-
tivity

- Young Person's Al-
cohol Awareness,
Health Promoting
Schools and Active
Schools Programmes,
providing a range of
initiatives for school
age children

Learning

- The Port-to-Port pro-
ject offering computer
training on inter-island
ferries

- On Course in Orkney:
A Guide to Local Learn-
ing Opportunities, now
in its 9th edition

- Bookstart Bounce &
Rhyme sessions held at
Orkney Library and
throughout the isles

Our environment

- The European Ma-
rine Energy Centre’s
wave and tidal energy
testing sites

- Mini recycling cen-
tres on the isles and
kerbside collections

- Biodiversity action
plans for all islands
and parishes, the Vi-
king Heaths project,
30 hectares of new
tree planting sites
and the OCEAN envi-
ronmental events cal-
endar

So what has community planning
achieved to date?

Housing

- Kalisgarth very shel-
tered housing scheme
opened in Westray
and a refuge opened
in Kirkwall for female
victims of domestic
abuse

- Gunn’s Close sup-
ported housing for
people with drug and
alcohol dependency
problems in Kirkwall

- Creation of common
housing register with
Orkney Housing Asso-
ciation

- New build housing
for rent and for sale
at Wellington Street,
ground-source heated
flats for rent at
Somerville Square,
and use of biofuels in
new housing con-
struction, Lynn Cres-
cent, Kirkwall; inno-
vative energy efficient
housing at The Cita-
del, and affordable
housing development
at Garson, Strom-
ness.

Working with
communities

- Soundings
taken from
every
community in
Orkney via the
Community
Engagement
programme
carried out by
Voluntary
Action Orkney

- Orkney-
communities.co
.uk, a
community
portal hosting
84 member
sites, a what’s-
on diary and an
image library
and the OCPP’s
own website
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Working to deliver better services

- An initial grant of £580,000 to develop shared support services
between the Council, NHS Orkney and a number of other
agencies to improve efficiency and capacity

Our economy

- The Orkney Busi-
ness Directory and
Access Guide, devel-
opment of the
“Orkney the Brand”
marketing strategy
and sectoral strate-
gies for food and
drink, arts, culture,
tourism, and archae-
ology

- The Orkney Village

promoting Orkney
producers at the Bath
and West Show and
the Country Land and
Business Association
Game Fair

- Establishment of
the European Marine
Energy Centre

- Promotion of the
development of a
Scapa Flow container
transhipment hub

Culture

- Joint management
and development of
Orkney’s World Heri-
tage site, “Heart of
Neolithic Orkney”.

- Northern Isles Writ-
ing Weekend, Orkney
Artist Support and
Mentoring Pro-
gramme, The George
Mackay Brown Writing
Fellowship, and the
Tullimentan showcase
for the arts

- A Heritage Develop-
ment Plan, Stanley
Cursiter exhibition,
purchase and return
home of the Otter
Bank floating bank

- Healthy Living cen-
tres in the isles, the
Orkney Sport Show-
case events and a
Core Path Network in
response to new
countryside access
legislation

tion projects

- Increased active
participation of young
people in their com-
munities through
youth development
work in the North
Isles

- Orkney Re-Use Cen-
tre provides sheltered
and supported work
and training opportu-
nities repairing and
restoring second-
hand furniture

Promoting survival ,
sustainability and
equalities

- Completion of a
Strategic Environ-
mental Assessment
for Orkney’s new
community plan, the
first in Scotland to be
taken through the
procedure

- Capacity building in
the isles development
trusts, enabling them
to develop regenera-

- A young persons’
drop-in and informa-
tion centre, entitle-
ment cards, Orkney’s
Youth Council, repre-
sentation in the Scot-
tish Youth Parliament
and events including
the annual Youth
Conference and Coun-
cil Chamber debate

- Promotion of youth
volunteering increas-
ing the number of
young volunteers by
200%

a free phone
‘Helpline’ for people
to report antisocial
behaviour, and the
DoorWise door stew-
ard training course

- “Servewise”, “Save
a Life” and “Know the
Score” training, and
substance misuse in-
formation and train-
ing opportunities for
schools and youth
groups

- Reducing crime, fear
of crime and antiso-
cial behaviour with
the Community War-
dens programme and
CCTV in Kirkwall

-A ‘Respect’ pro-
gramme for schools,
raising awareness of

Keeping Orkney
safe

- A Road Safety Plan
for Orkney, a Walk to
School Week, the
Junior Road Safety
Officer Scheme, pro-
motion of the Traffic
Club to 3 year olds
through nursery
groups and child-
minders, delivery of
the Scottish Cycle
Training Scheme, the
“Smiley” Speed Indi-
cating Device and
Pass Plus, a scheme
for drivers who have
recently passed their
driving test

- A reduction in anti-
social behaviour
through Acceptable
Behaviour Contracts,

Working
together

- Development
of integrated
electronic
systems and
refinement of
information
sharing
protocols via
the Local Data
Sharing
Partnership
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and challenging atti-
tudes underlying do-
mestic abuse

- Provision of a me-
diation and reparation
scheme for young of-
fenders


